





Deeper Draft,
Bigger Ships

n its efforts to optimize terminal efficiency, maintenance
dredging works has been programmed to be carried out
at Northport. This move complies to the required declared
depth by the local authority to ensure a safe waterway for
ships that come into Port Klang. The first cycle of
the dredging works for year 2008 commenced on
12 August 2008 and completion is expected in 66
days.
The dredging of wharves 8 to 25 involves the
work of two dredges belonging to Integrated
Marine Works Sdn Bhd ; Inai Anggerik Trailing
Suction and Inai Terasik Bed Leveller/Plough. Inai
Anggerik Trailing Section will make a trench 30m
oft wharf face. Soils will be deposited at the South
Dumping Ground (approximately 5NM West of
South Fairway Buoy). Inai Terasik Bed Leveller will
plough the soils between 0-30m, layer by layer, and
be deposited in the trench. Trailing suction will
once again sweep the soils.
Wharf 1 to Wharf 7A will be dredged using the
clamp shell method due to its restricted turnaround
area.

The project is certainly timely and necessary
as the number of ships that call at Northport has
increased. The maintenances dredging are essential
for safe and swift navigation of all types of vessels. Shipping lines
would certainly benefit from the improving infrastructure at the
port.

Northport is now in a more competitive position to effectively
respond to not only the increasing number of ships but also the
increasingsize, deeper draftand capacity of ships which only call at

selected ports worldwide. The move to improve the infrastructure
of the terminal can enhance the competitiveness of Northport
which has already successfully attracted several mega-size
container vessels.

The regular maintenance dredging works at Northport will
allow safer vessel navigations to further fulfill customers’
satisfaction.
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TEU capacities for common container sizes

Contaifern
A Brief Hlsiory

Life before the Box

The act of shipping goods across oceans traces back to
thousands of years. The process was never easy. Goods were
loaded and unloaded in
barrels, sacks and wooden
crates. There were some
basic systems in place to
make the process more
efficient, such as the use of
rope for bundling timber,
sacks for carmrying coffee
beans, and pallets for
stacking and fransporting
bags or sacks.

Nevertheless, vessels spent a very long fime at a port as
dockworkers handled cargoes at a very slow pace. Not only was
the job labour intensive, there were also high risks of accident,
loss and theft.

The Birth of the Container
Before the container shipping industry emerged, boxes of
various types and sizes had often been used in fransporting
cargo. This was the only logical way to move things in bulks from
one location to another.

Boxes similar to modern containers had been used for
combined rail and horse-drawn transport in England as early

s 1792. The US government on the other hand used small
standard-sized containers during the Second World War, which
allowed unloading and distributing supplies in a quick and
efficient motion.

1955, Malcolm Mclean, a trucking entrepreneur from US
bought a steamship company with the idea of transporting
entire fruck frailers with their cargo sfill inside. He realized it

Warehouses under construction at Northport
in 1963

Did you know?

The first international voyage of a container

ship was Sea-Land’s Fairland. The vessel sailed
from USA to Rotterdam on 23 April 1966,
carrying 236 containers.

' Part of the container wharf at Northport
in 1973

Intermodalism in Demand

The need for an improved cargo
handling was soon realized through a
system of intermodalism, in which the
same container, with the same cargo, can
be transported with minimum interruption
through different modes during its journey.

But fo implement this system, all areas of the logistical chain

! needed to be considered: not just the containers but also the
“ships, terminals, trucks and trains would need to be adapted

to carry them.

Container sizes were standardized so that they could be most
efficiently stacked and ships, trains, frucks and cranes could be
specially-fitted or built to a single size specification. In 1961, the
International Organization for Standardization set the standard
container sizes.

The 20-foot container, referred to as Twenty-foot Equivalent
Unit (TEU) became the industry’s standard reference. Container
fraffic and vessel capacity are measured in TEUs. The 40-foot
length container on the other hand,
literally two TEUs, became known as
the Forty-foot Equivalent Unit (FEU).

Industry Growth

During the Vietham War in 1957,
the US military was faced with the
logistical problem of getting supplies
to troops. They had to tfransport
mass supplies to a war zone in south-
east Asia through a single under-
developed port on the Saigon River and a partially-functioning
railway. The government turned to container shipping as the
most efficient option.

Containershippingbeganto proveitsworthon aninternational
level. From this point on, the industry began to grow rapidly
and quickly became the backbone of global trade.

The years 1968 and 1969 were the booming period for
container shipping. In 1968, 18 container vessels were built, 10
of them with a capacity of 1000 TEUS, which was large for the
time. In 1969, 25 ships were built and the size of the largest ships
increased to approaching 2000 TEUs. In 1972, the first container
ship with a capacity of more than 3000 TEUs was completed by
the Howaldtwerke Shipyard in Germany.

With today's advanced technology, vessels are now built with
a large capacity, carrying more than 8000 TEUs. These megao-
size ships are acquired by global liner operators to meet the
growing demands of the frade industry.

*Source: Drewry Shipping Consultants Ltd






