




Welcome onboard Kuala Lumpur Express

The long-established Hamburg ship-
ping line Hapag-Lloyd is delighted 

to name its newbuilding here in Malay-
sia, a country in which it has been con-
nected for 136 years. The glorious event, 
witnessed by dignitaries and guests from 
the industry, took place in Port Klang.    
Northport played host to this memorable 
occasion. 
It is a renowned tradition for wives of 

business friends to name the birth of a 
new vessel. The patron of the 336m long 
Kuala Lumpur Express is Ursula Adrion, 
wife of Adolf Adrion, member of the ex-
ecutive board of Hapag-Lloyd AG. Mr. 
Adrion has been serving the company for 
over 50 years and this mark a tribute for 
Mr. Adrion, who has been in the indus-
try for many years. Mr. Adrion lives and 
loves shipping and has achieved so much 
for Hapag Lloyd throughout his time in 
this company. 
The new mega vessel can carry 8,749 

TEUs and is the second ultra-modern 
training ship on which Hapag-Lloyd 
trains its nautical and technical personnel. 
In addition to her crew of 24, the Kuala 
Lumpur Express carries 15 upcoming 
seafarers and two trainers on board. The 

heart of the additionally 
installed training deck 
is a multimedia training 
room. A training work-
shop is also provided 
in the engine room. 
Kuala Lumpur Express 
is among the largest ves-
sels worldwide. 
The Kuala Lumpur Ex-

press is being deployed 
in the EU4 service be-
tween Europe and the 
Far East. Ports of loading 
are Xingang – Qingdao 
– Pusan – Shanghai – 
Singapore – Port Klang 
– Jeddah – Rotterdam 
– Hamburg – Singapore 
– Kaohsiung – Pusan – 
Dalian – Xingang. 
The Kuala Lumpur 

Express will carry a 
gratifying message with 
the name of the Malay-
sian capital on her hull 
around the world in the years to come. 
Hapag-Lloyg ships have regularly served 
Malaysia since 1872. Today, Hapag-

Lloyd’s customers in Malaysia are offered 
25 weekly departures to ports all over the 
world.      

EditorialTEAM

Seminar on Maritime Powers

Date: 12 July 2008

Venue:  Kuala Lumpur

For more information, kindly email 

sumathy@mima.gov.my

National Maritime Conference
Date: 14-15 July 2008

Venue: Bukit Kiara Equestrian and 
Country Club

Federation of Malaysian Manufacturers (FMM) 40th Anniversary Launching CeremonyDate: 15 July 2008Venue: Wisma FMM, Bandar Sri 
Damansara

All members are cordially invited!

Seminar on Malaysia’s Cabotage 
Policy

Date: 31 July 2008
Venue:  Kuala LumpurFor more information, kindly email farida@mima.gov.my

Seminar on High Oil Price and Its 

Impact on the Shipping Industry

Date: 29 July 2008

Venue:  TBC. 

For more information, kindly visit 

www.mima.gov.my

INDUSTRY EVENTS



Frank Swettenham: 
A Life Voyage 
Getting to know Sir Frank

Name: 	 Sir Frank Athelstane Swettenham
Born: 	 28 March 1850
           	 Derbyshire, England
Died: 	 11 June 1946
           	 London, England
Occupation: 	British colonial official 
Residence:	 King’s House, Kuala Lumpur Malaysia 

In the late 1800, British advisors were ordered by the 
Government of United Kingdom to help Sultans govern 
the Malay states. Sir Frank Swettenham was appointed 

as resident, or adviser, to the Malay states. During his 
advisory, rapid changes were evident. Swettenham 
was highly influential and succeeded in shaping British 
policy and the structure of British administration in the 
Malay Peninsula. During his stay in Malaya, Swettenham 
mastered the Malay language and played a major role 
as British-Malay intermediary in the events surrounding 
British intervention in the peninsular Malay states.

It is believed that Sir Frank Swettenham had contributed 
greatly to the development of Kuala Lumpur and Selangor. 
Swettenham suggested that the four states under the 
Malay Peninsula; Perak, Selangor, Negeri Sembilan and 
Pahang form a single Federation. The Sultans and the British 
Foreign Office accepted his suggestion. Swettenham 
was then appointed as the first Resident-General of the 
Federated Malay States. Federated Malay States was 
established by the British government in 1895, and lasted 
until 1946, when they together with the Straits Settlement 
and the Unfederated Malay States formed the Malayan 
Union. 

During his residency, Sir Frank Swettenham chose 
Kuala Lumpur as his administrative center because of its 
central position. Kuala Lumpur, which was then capital 
of Selangor, was a simple village inhabited mainly by 
Chinese tin miners. Swettenham’s huge efforts soon saw 
the rebirth of the village as a city center. Constructions of 
new buildings have been replaced with bricks and tiles. 

He also initiated the building of a railway that travels 
from Kuala Lumpur to Klang. This railway line extends to 
the port of Klang. Swettenham saw the potential of the 
port area as its coastal surroundings had a harbor with 
deep anchorage and is very suitable for wharves. Not 
long after in 1901, in honor of Sir Frank Swettenham, Port 
Swettenham was born. The existence of a railway line 

further accelerates the development of the port and soon 
the port of Klang attracted traders from the surrounding 
settlements.    

Port Swettenham flourished and developed rapidly 
from its humble beginning in 1901. Sir Frank Swettenham 
successfully promoted the development of coffee and 
tobacco as trades increased. It was this year that he was 
granted as high commissioner for the Malay states and 
governor of the Straits Settlements. Swettenham retired in 
1904.

Did you know?

•	 Port Swettenham (now Port Klang) is named after Frank 
Swettenham.

•	 Swettenham was an amateur photographer.
•	 He created a dictionary Vocabulary of the English and 
Malay Languages

•	 Books by him include Malay Sketches, Unaddressed 
Letters, and The Real Malay

•	 Carcosa Seri Negara was Swettenham’s official residence 
in Kuala Lumpur  

CSR at Port

Corporate Social Responsibility, or 
CSR is a concept with a growing 

recognition within Malaysia. It is now 
widely practiced within organizations. 
Although there is no universal definition 
for it, CSR is simply the pursuit of 
sustainable development, whereby a 
company works to integrate economic, 
social and environmental imperatives 
in their business practices. CSR is about 
a change in worldwide consciousness. 
Companies that operate in a socially 
responsible manner are deemed valuable.

The port sector is an area where 
sustainability has become an increasing 

focus in recent years. The merit of port 
business isn’t just about the measure of 

profit or loss; it has now 
extended to recognizing 
its contribution to 
sustainability for present 
and future generations in 
a range of environmental 
and social areas. 
In today’s society a 
business must maintain 
ethical principles in 
order to be successful. 
However, what are the 
ethical principles when 
operating in a dynamic 
environment like port? 

The practice of CSR 
helps make businesses 

more competitive. It 
enhances employee relations, builds 
stronger relationships with communities, 
promotes favorable reputation and 
branding, improves risk management 
and also relations with the investment 
community. CSR also frequently involves 
creating innovative and proactive solutions 
to societal and environmental challenges 
and it encourages collaboration with both 
internal and external stakeholders for 
better performances. 

There is a need to investigate the 
capability and will of port authorities across 
the region to increase the sustainability 
of the sector. CSR practice at port helps 

to recognize and promote the port’s 
essential contribution towards responsible 
development across a range of geographic 
scales, namely the environment sector. We 
don’t see any ports or shipping companies 
among the familiar leaders of CSR. 

Since the Kyoto Protocol was ratified in 
1997, carbon emissions have been making 
headlines. Annual carbon emissions from 
global shipping are reported at 1.12 billion 
tones, which makes up an estimated 4.5 
per cent of total global carbon emissions. 
This estimate is higher than the aviation 
industry, but the industry has often 
escaped publicity. Lobby groups in the 
U.S. and even the European Union began 
arguing for international regulations for 
the industry but the governments find it 
difficult to effectively regulate an industry 
that crosses so many oceans and borders. 
Hence, CSR plays a prominent role in 
creating awareness to rectify such a critical 
situation.   

Another CSR element that should be 
taken into consideration is the operational 
performance and safety programmes 
of an organization. This is especially 
important in the port sector. One of the 
most important aspects of CSR is making 
sure that all employees are well versed in 
the organization’s rules of conducts. It is 
critical to ensure that every employee 
knows the legal and company compliance 
regulations and is committed to following 
them.   




